Mr. Toothman stated that the telephones are about 100
feet apart, and he assumed that Mr. Ribel called him from
each of the phones as he walked past them (Tr. 372).
Mr. Ribel advised him that the #52 phone and-the #89
phones were weak, and he then called him at the tail to
advise him again that the two phones were not working
properly and that he had been instructed to wait for the
pan line to start (Tr. 373-374).

Mr. Toothman stated that after he received the calls
from Mr. Ribel, he proceeded to grease the shearer head
drum, and while he was doing this somewhere between the
No. 14 and 20 shields, Mr. Toth approached him and asked
him i*f there were any trouble with the phones (Tr. 375).
Mr. Toothman reported what Mr. Ribe'l had told him about
the #52 and #89 phones, and Mr. Toth proceeded to the head
gate and called Mr. Ribel who was positioned at the tail
(Tr. 376).  Mr. Toothman and Mr. Toth then proceeded
together down the pan line checking the phones.  They
stopped at the #51 phone and called Mr. Ribel at the tail,
and the phone sounded weak.  They then stopped at the #89
phone, and Mr. Toth wanted him to call the headgate to
test the phone, but no one was there to answer.  Mr. Ribel
then approached him and indicated that he would go to the
headgate so that the phone could be tested, and
Mr. Toothman observed Mr. Ribel walk towards the headgateT
but after reaching the area around the #69 or #70 phone,
Mr. Toothman was diverted because he was checking for
loose wires on the #89 phone.  He then called Mr. Ribel at
the headgate on that phone, and it was weak (Tr. 377).

Mr. Toothman confirmed that while he and Mr. Toth
were at the #89 phone, he discussed the fact that he
<Toothman) repaired the #8^ phone the previous evening and
he showed Mr. Toth where a wire.haxl corroded off.
Mr. Ribel had left before that conversation took place,
and Mr. Toothman estimated that-it would have taken Mr.
Ribel 5 or 6 minutes to reach the headgate from the #89
phone (Tr. 380),

Mr. Toothman stated that after speaking with
Mr. Ribel over the 139 phone, Mr. Toth instructed him to
proceed toward the tail to check out the other phones.
Mr. Toth proceeded towards the head, and Mr. Toothman
observed him walk up the longwall towards the head for a
distance of approximately 20 shields, but was distracted
by a phone call and lost sight of him (Tr. 378).

Mr. Toothman stated that as he' proceeded to the #52
phone to check it, he heard Mr. Toth calling him to come
to the head.  When he arrived there, Mr. Toth and another
mechanic were there, and the mechanic was preparing toained to Mr. Hawkins about some coal spillage on                    j
